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And how to program for them 
● Informance
● Broadway/Pops
● Theme-Based Traditional Concerts
● Concert Alternatives-

(Project-Based Performances, solo/small groups, 
cafe style recitals, etc)

PERFORMANCE MODELS



01

TEACHING YOUR AUDIENCE THROUGH 
PERFORMANCE

INFORMANCES



INFORMANCE RATHER THAN 
PERFORMANCE

An “informance” was a great way to start the year, especially in a 
community that does not have much choral background knowledge.

It was also a great way to have students show the community WHAT 
they have learned in choir besides the repertoire. 
● We do more than just “sing songs” 
● We know that… but does your community and administration 

know that? 

If your choral program is smaller, great time filler as well! 

 



INFORMANCE - FIRST CONCERT EXAMPLE

POSTURE

Posture Numbers
 

“Stand to Sing” - 
Warm up song

PHYSICAL 
WARM UPS

Stretching

“Follow the 
conductor” 

clapping game 

4 Beats After Me 

SOLFEGE

Major Scale 

Extension: Do, Do 
Re Do… 

VOCAL 
WARM UPS

Students 
demonstrate two 

to three vocal 
warm ups that we 

have been 
working on in class 



● Students collaborate on what to 
say at the concert, as well as what 
they want to demonstrate at the 
informance 

● Students audition for the speaking 
parts - this is a great way to 
practice the audition process 
before doing singing solo auditions 

● Great assignment for sub days, and 
can tie into writing standards 

STUDENT INTRODUCTIONS



OTHER IDEAS FOR AN INFORMANCE

● Honor Choir audition 
demonstration 

● At a later concert - 
add new concepts: 
minor, sight reading, 
new warm ups, etc. 

● Upcoming “outside 
of choir” events or 
groups 
○ Musical preview 
○ Tri-M 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1YIPI9kbcCEqX4YiWt7BcBTO3UZI_3Z_f/preview


BROADWAY 
POPS

CONCERTS 
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Choreography Technical Elemenʦ

Broadway Solos Costumс

Broadway/Pops Concрʦ



Choreography
● Purpose of Choreo
● Budget 
● Student Choreographers vs. Professional Choreographers
● Time Element (preparation, teaching, cleaning)



Technical Elemenʦ
● Budget

 - Big or small you can make it work!

● Sound
● Staging 
● Lighting



Broadway Solos



Costumс
● Purpose of Costumes

● Cost involved → Fundraising 
● Uniform Look vs. Palette of Options



THEMATIC 
CONCERTS
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THEMATIC CONCERTS

REASONING

Can help guide music 
selection

Engaging for audience
Fun for the students

Learning 
opportunities

IDEAS

Involve community 
members

Students can 
arrange/select rep

CONSTRAINTS

Budget

What’s in your library?

Student Buy-in





CONCERT 
ALTERNATIVES
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PROJECT BASED LEARNING 
PERFORMANCE

Students sang in their choral ensemble, as well as in small groups. 

These small groups acted as a “Project Based Learning” opportunity. Students 
selected from a choice of songs, and then worked on in it in small groups. 

The idea is to present it as a “Public Product” - being “professional audiences”.  

Small groups performed in front of: 

● Their peers 
● Concert audience 
● “Winterfest” Fundraiser Audience



WINTERFEST
● Casual, outdoor performance 

● Bring your own seating 
● Decorated courtyard
● Food trucks - great fundraiser 

potential 
● Collaboration between all 3 music 

disciplines
● Invited HS performing groups as 

well
● Tried to use as a recruitment event 

as well - not as well received in terms 
of recruiting despite reaching out to 
all elementary feeders. 



WINTERFEST GROUP WORKSHEET



WINTERFEST SCHEDULE



Groups of 
various sizes 
- depended 
on song as 
well as 
student 
ability level 



OTHER CONCERTS YOU CAN DO 
PERFORMANCE BASED LEARNING MODELS:

● Cafe style 
● Traditional concerts - great way to transition 

between groups 
● Broadway pops concerts! 



● Informance
● Broadway/Pops
● Theme-Based Traditional Concerts
● Concert Alternatives-

(Project-Based Performances, solo/small groups, 
cafe style recitals, etc)

RECAP
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